	THE TWO OVERCOMINGS

THE FIRST OVERCOMING

THE first of the two great overcomings named in Scripture is our Lord’s.  “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16: 33). The ‘world’ is all the mass of temptation, allurements to sin, ungodly habits, unholy life, which make up our present environment; by steadily, unceasingly, and completely resisting its pressure, Jesus overcame.  The term is most expressive, an ‘overcomer’; it implies pressure, resistance, battle, victory, over that which calls for beating down and subduing; it is constant effort carried trough to a victorious issue.  Never to sin, in spite of fierce and unceasing temptation, is to be an absolute overcomer; and One only ever so overcame - Jesus Christ. 

FAITH

Now this conquest of our Lord is the victory of all his saints.  “God giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15 57): for this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith (1 John 5: 4).  Not ‘will’ overcome, but ‘hath’ overcome (R. V.) yet not ‘Christ,’ but ‘we’ : for faith transfers Christ’s conquest to me : I have overcome in Christ; for He and I are one.  “The conflict and suffering which we now have is not the real battle, but only the celebration of the victory.” (Luther).  From the first moment of faith the victory of every disciple is an assured fact: “whatsoever is begotten of God” – the whole mass of the regenerate - overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith”  Our Lord inflicted a deadly wound upon the world of evil; the head of the Serpent is bruised, and its writhings are but symptoms of a mortal agony; and sin in the flesh (indwelling sin) was executed once for all upon the cross : and all this perfect and eternal victory is mine by simple faith.
THE SECOND OVERCOMING

But another great overcoming is named in Scripture; not past, but present and future; and not for salvation, but for reward.  Seven times our Lord invokes every member of His Churches to become an overcomer; 
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attaching peculiar reward to each believer who achieves it, and warnings of tangible displeasure to all who fail.  For every believer has against him evil men, the whole mass of worldly atmosphere and tradition, his own flesh, dragging him down, evil spirits, incessantly active; and, as only dead fish swim with the stream, so a living soul has against it the pressure of an entire world.  Intensely true is that word of Mr. Moody:‑ “The reason why so many Christians fail all through life is just this - they underestimate the strength of the enemy.”  Therefore our Lord’s invocation, in substance seven times repeated, is this:‑ “He that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down with Me in my throne, as I also overcame, and sat down with my Father in His throne.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches” (Rev. 3: 21).

WORKS

We thus arrive at God's duplex truth.  Compared with the world, all [regenerate] believers are overcomers; compared with one another, some are overcomers, and some are not: for the first overcoming is by simple faith, whereas the second is by unswerving obedience.  The second overcoming, no more than the first, is a sudden act, or the victory of a moment, or a rush of holy emotion; it is a confirmed habit of goodness, - the long wind, the hard biceps, the iron muscle of the unwavering, unswerving runner; it is not a victorious battle, but a victorious campaign.  It is on this ground that our Lord is rewarded, and certain selected [regenerate] believers with Him. “Therefore [in consequence of suffering] I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He poured out His soul unto death” (Isa. 53: 12): “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows” (Heb. 1: 9).  Responsibility fulfilled, and not privilege possessed, is the ground of all reward.  Without a holy violence, blessedly aggressive until the end, there can be no entrance on the Millennial Reign of reward; unless we storm it, we shall never enter it: for “the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and men of violence take it by force” (Matt. 11: 12).  By his sufferings and His death, and not by the glory He had before the world 
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was ‑ and as the Servant of Jehovah, not as the Son of God - our Lord acquires the vast heritage (Psa. 2: 8) which other conquerors have won by the cannon and the dreadnought: so also, for the disciple, power and glory and thrones lie open; the [this] world is to be the ‘spoil’ that shall be divided: but the path to Olivet is the hard, rugged, narrow road that lies across my works unto Calvary." He that overcometh, and he that keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give authority over the nations” (Rev. 2: 26).

ASSURANCE

Now the practical import of it all is tremendous.  All discipleship is a battle; it is a battle that can be won; it is a battle which can issue in a victory the greatest that can now be won in the universe; and it is a battle that every disciple can win.  For we start with ‘the full assurance of faith.’  “Having therefore boldness to enter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, let us draw near in full assurance of FAITH” (Heb. 10: 19).  Our eternal life, based on the covering blood of the Atonement, is as sure as God.  But a vast vista opens up beyond. “Show the same diligence unto the full assurance of HOPE even to the end: that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 6: 11).  I am not to hope that I am [eternally] saved, but to believe it: on the contrary, I am not to believe I have won the prize, but to hope that I shall win it.  For only ‘the end’ can reveal how I have run.  But the more battles won, and the more mileage covered, the more we can mature to the full assurance of hope.” “WE ARE WELL ABLE TO OVERCOME” (Num. 13: 30).

-  D. M.  PANTON.

Go, labour on; your hands are weak,

Your knees are faint, your soul cast down;

Yet falter not; the PRIZE you seek

Is near – a KINGDOM* and a crown.

“To him WHO OVERCOMES, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says TO THE CHURCHES:” (Rev. 3: 21, N.I.V.)
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THE USE OF TRACTS

   It is generally agreed that the Tract is now the only way left of reaching 90 %  of the people with the Gospel appeal.

   The Waldensian Church, which through thirty-five persecutions held fast the truth of Christ, was the result of Peter Waldo’s work of tract distribution in the Piedinontese Valleys.  Luther wrote a tract, the introduction to his commentary on the Galatians; it was this that lightened the soul of John Bunyan, that divinely-gifted seer whose simple allegory of the Pilgrim’s Progress from this world to the next, has already been produced in over one hundred and five languages.

   The printed word comes with a quiet, persuasive power.  It has no repulsive manner.  Attention is not attracted from the truth to the way in which it is delivered.  It persistently presents its claims and makes no angry reply.  A young man in a town of central New York was distressed at the low state of religion in the place.  He bought one thousand tracts and gathered about him a small company of earnest Christians, who prayerfully distributed them.  The result was a revival, in which more than fifty were converted, thirty of whom traced their first impressions to the tracts.

   Tracts seem very feeble things.  A five-pound note is only a flimsy piece of paper, but it has power to relieve a great deal of misery and convey a great deal of happiness.  The giant Goliath was slain with a pebble from the brook; and God, Who is pleased to use the weak things of the earth to confound the mighty, has used mere tracts to turn the world upside down.  For the New Testament is simply a collection of tracts.  The Epistle to the Galatians would make a twelve-page tract, and the Epistle to the Romans a thirty-six-page tract, in one of the issues of the Religious Tract Society.  And these New Testament tracts have not only changed the religion of Europe, they have revolutionized our ideas of goodness and glory.

   George Muller had an unfailing confidence in the evangelizing power of tracts. Through his ministry more than ninety millions of pamphlets and tracts were sent forth, in which was plainly shown the plan of [eternal] salvation.  His evangelistic crusade through the printed page was accompanied by constant believing prayer. Mr. Muller believed that if God gave His blessing, even one tract used by Him might become the means of great spiritual awakening.  “The circulation of tracts,” he said, “is especially a work of faith, as regards the seeing of fruit but if you commit the whole to God, in believing, persevering prayer, 
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then, though you shall not see much fruit, you will yet reap abundantly at the appearing of the Lord Jesus.”  Mr. Muller said that at least once each day for more than forty years he had sought the blessing of God on his tract and book distribution, in believing, expecting prayer.  Faith and prayer back of the printed Gospel are bound to result in a spiritual harvest. 

‑   DON. O. SHELTON.

   I have seldom found it to be a lost thing to give a present of a New Testament. I was greatly astonished about a month ago.  A cabman drove me home, and when I paid him his fare, he said:‑ “A long time since I drove you last, sir.”  “But.” said I, “I do not recollect you.” “Well,” he said, “I think it is about fourteen years ago; but,” he said, “perhaps you will know this Testament?” pulling one out of his pocket.  “What,” I said, “did I give you that?”  “Oh, yes,” he said, “and you spoke to me about my soul, and nobody had done that before, and I have never forgotten it.”  “What,” said I, “haven’t you worn it out?”   “No,” he said, I could not wear it out; I have had it bound,” and he kept it very carefully indeed.

 ‑  C. H. SPURGEON.

   I once heard a bargeman tell how he became a Christian. Some of his mates persuaded him to go and hear Mr. Moody. The preaching did not touch him; but a gentleman gave him a tract in which he read, “Him that cometh unto Me I will In no wise cast out.”  He went to another meeting, and re​ceived another tract with the same words “Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.”  It seemed very strange twice to meet the same words; but the strangeness increased when a gentleman came alongside in a canoe and threw a book on board.  “It was a little one,” said the man, and I had a job to find it; but when I did, the first thing I clapped my eyes on was, ‘Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.’  “Three times in one week was pretty good; but there was more to follow. He received a letter from his wife, whom he had left at home; in it she told of a meeting she had attended, and quoted the text of the preacher, “Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.”  “On the strength of those words I came,”said the bargee, “and He did not cast me out.”

‑   WILLIAM LUFF.

   The effect can be great both in degree and in kind.  In a busy railroad town a ticket agent was converted.  He could spare little time from his office, so he decided to supply himself with gospel tracts and give one with every ticket he sold. In five years he distributed two hundred and fifty dollars’ worth of tracts, and received letters from twenty‑two persons, saying they had been led to Christ by reading them.  
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So a man stepped into a street car in New York, and before taking his seat, gave to each passenger a little card bearing the words, “Look to Jesus when  tempted, when troubled, when dying.”  One of the passengers carefully read the card and put it in his pocket.  As he left the car he said to the giver, “Sir, when you gave me this card, I was on my way to the ferry, intending to jump from the boat and drown myself.  The death of my wife and son had robbed me of all desire to live, but this card has persuaded me to begin life anew. Good day, and God bless you.”

‑  DR. WALTER WILSON.

   I had been recommended to call on Robert Murray M'Cheyne, I remember the appearance of his study very imperfectly; but I well remember, indeed most vividly, every fold of the long-flowing Eastern dressing-gown he wore; his look, gait, and all his personal peculiarities.  How long or how short my visit was I can form no idea; whether I sat or stood, whether I spoke or he; all I remember is, that he was in the act of showing me out at the street door when all at once he said:- “Do you lift up your heart and ask God’s blessing on each of these tracts before you give it away? you know it will not be blessed unless you do.”  I answered, “No, I have never thought of such a thing; nobody had ever asked me do it.”  So he said, “Come back, dear friend, come back; I am very busy, but come back.”

   So, with an earnest gesture, he led me back to his study, shut the door, took the bundle of tracts out of my hand, knelt down beside me at the sofa, my hand in his, and there he prayed, “Holy Father” again.  I remember the prayer still.  Here is the substance of it:‑ “Oh, what wicked hearts we have!  Here we were doing God’s work without ever asking God’s blessing on it; could we be forgiven?  Were there depths of mercy so deep as to cover the sins of two such sinners as we, kneeling here together.  Here was this poor young man, he had been sinning in ignorance; would not God forgive him?  Would He not grant that even yet all the prayerless tracts might be blessed?  He could do it yet, would He not?  And then was there ever such sin as his own?  Here was he, a pastor over God’s flock; this young man had been committed to his charge, and he had never told him how rightly to distribute tracts.  But that, too, would be forgiven, through the merits of the priceless blood.  And then, finally, might this lesson never be forgotten, but remembered all the days of their life by both”; and then an Amen from a full heart, and again he led me to the door, and I found myself in the street.

‑ THE DRUMMOND TRACT DEPOT.
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